Those Who Gave The Most

A look at the philanthropy of early Tacoma
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ma Hotel from 1898 to 1905.

Born in Milford, Conn., on Sept. 10,
1837, he was the son of Enoch Blackwell,
a carriage maker. The Blackwells were
descended from English ancestry, and
since Puritan times, the family name was
well-known in Connecticut.

William was 10 years old when his family
moved to Utica, N.Y., and, after complet-
ing his education in the public schools, he
became an apprentice carriage maker
with his father in 1854.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, he en-
listed and joined the 26th New York Volun-
teer Infantry as a private. Soon promoted
to regimental quartermaster, he partici-
pated in engagements during the early
part of the war, including the first and
second battles of Bull Run, the battles of
Cedar Mountain, of Chancellorsville and
Antietam. His health gave out and in July
1863 he left the service.

Blackwell and Alice E. Bliven of Bridge-
water, N.Y., were married in 1863 and
went to Chicago where he entered hotel
life and spent seven years as chief clerk in
the famous old Sherman House, then the
leading hotel in the area.

Again, because of his health, he moved
to Ogden, Utah, where he became the
agent for the Pullman Car Co. While
Blackwell was living in Chicago, he had
met and often seen Gen. John W. Sprague
who surveyed the greater part of the
Northern Pacific Railroad. When Sprague
went through Ogden in 1871 on his way to
Washington state, he suggested to
Blackwell that he seek new fields farther
west.

Acting upon this advice, Blackwell
moved farther west and went to Kala-
ma where he managed the Kazano House,
a Northern Pacific hotel. Murray Morgan
in his Puget’'s Sound says this was one of
the most difficult of jobs because the
“Northern Pacific, which controlled the
town, prohibited the sale of liquor. Pa-
trons with a thirst had to go by rowboat to
scows anchored beyond the city limits in

) < - PRIy

-~y

Waterfront wharf wher

.William B. Blackwell

Moon Bay where their hotel was still in an
unfinished state. The 200-foot-long build-
ing, a frame structure, stood on the only
wharf then built.

According to faded notes written in 1880
on the back of the wharf photograph
shown here, the "Blackwell Hotel first
stood near the water edge where the
freight shed now stands but was moved

nearer to the biuff to make room for the
froinht ched "

Blackwell Hotel, 1874

the Tacoma Hotel and continued in that
post until 1905. He retained his financial
interest in the business as the secretary of
the Tacoma Hotel Co.

The Blackwells bought from the Tacoma
Land Co. eight lots on Cliff Avenue (later
Stadium Way) for $25 per lot where they
built a home. But before completion of the
house, the Tacoma Land Co. bought back
the lots as part of the site for the Tourist
Hotel (later transformed into Stadium Hiah

Washington State Historical Society Photos

in many a deed of philanthropic helpful-
ness.

When the 1893 crash wiped out his
wealth, the Blackwells took in boarders in
their elegant mansion and the two nieces,
whom they had adonted, baked cookies
which they sold to help out the finances.
One of these adopted daughters was Ruby
C. Blackwell who was brought here from
the east when she was 7 years old and
lived until 1979 when she died at the age
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A.L. STOKES,
Jen'l Fr't & Pass. Ag't.

R —
ND ENGINEERS.

ARRELL,

uperintendent,

, of Central Hotel,
t New Tacoma, W.T.

AN, C. E.,

SURVEYOR.

rmn, W. T

N —
STIER, £

er in ———,

), CLOCKS,
ND e

E LI,

h of the DPostoffice

'ATOHES, CLOCES AND

Ai N, A LANST, MU RATR AT W -u; [lllt s
$2 65 per M.
ORDERS LEFT atJohn 8. Daker &k Co.'s
gtore, P. O. box 144, or at the mill, widl receive
prompt attention. J03dtf

DAVIS & CO.,

PACIFIC AVENUE,

Model Restsurant,
DEALERS 1IN

VAt eaRg

Opposite

WATCHES, JEWELRY,

Ete., Ete., Ete.

Strict attention to all work.

Repairing a Specialty at Reasonable Terms,

Watches Cleaned and Warranted, $1.50.

Watches and Jewelry Bought, Sold or
Exchanged.

Illblun( price paid for old Gold & Silver.
88 y1

HAYWARD’S
HARDWARE

—AND—

House Furnishing Goods Store.

Pacific Ave., south of Central Hotel.

| SHELF AND HEAVY HARDWARE,

CUTLERY, TOOLS,

(Upposile he Halstead rHouse.)
Toule & McCaskill, Propr’s.

{ Within this hive, we're all alive. )

Give value for your money,

Aud wish you'd try, as you pass b
The flavor of our hox’uy . 4o

Choice Brands of Liquors and Cigars

L. H. FEILING & CO.,
‘All Goods Guaranteed

' NEXT TO MANN’S BLOCK,
' PACIFFIC AV EHE.,
|

New Tacoma, W. T iyl

!

BLACKWELL'S HOTEL

.~ On the Railroad Wharf,
NEW TACOMA, W. T.

W. B. BLACKWELL, Prep.
Northern Pacific R.R.

|

'Farming Lands,

Swamp Lands,
Timber Lands,

For Bale on Ensy Terms.

W. P. PRICHARD,

(xRN BLRC AR
AND INSURANC

AVENTUE, NEW TAUOMA, Y

REAL ESTATE

PACIFIC

City and Conniry Proaperty llo.cbc u“ Sold, Lonns N
of Title Furninhed, Ctonveynneces Made, Tases Patd, N

Particular Attention Paid to Making Investments N

CLOSING O

Ur lolh

Having determined

to go out

= 3 (O DAYE

We

offer our entire st

Dry Goods, Clothing, Boot

-—AT A -

S<reering REeducs
E. N. OUIMETT

New Tacoma . Jan. 11, 18814 Cast 34

CHILBERG & MACRI

(Suceessors to J. P, Chilberg.
—WHOLESA E AND BETAIL DEALLILS

SHELF AND HEAVY HARDWARE,
STEEL, ROPE AND CORDAGE, CA

N
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'S ON women pioneers.
Fay Fuller, the first
)

ITNEY
er

reral. . . was that of a
in the bay. It was not
as. Mrs. Joseph Hough-
asked to furnish some
had the only ones in
» first flower garden,”
am B. Blackwell, who
arly days in Tacoma.

Irst hotels 1in Tacoma
Alice and William

re without much mon-
ng a hotel in Kalama
wcial loss.

counle arrived on the

un o e grouna rioor d4nd the hotel
rooms on the second.

The walls of one-inch boards covered
with cloth and paper were so thin that
the slightest noise could be heard
throughout the building.

“A good snorer would be told to shut
up by most of the guests along the
corridor,” Mrs. Blackwell later said.

After three years, the building was
moved from downtown 17th street to
land nearer the bank. A dining room,
kitchen, hotel office, extra rooms and a
bar were added.

IN NO TIME, the little hotel was
booming and known to newcomers.

“One day a stranger came up to us
and spoke to my husband of the won-
derful growth of the town and the
boom,” Mrs. Blackwell recalled.
““Why," the siranger said, ‘the man
who owns this place came here without
a cent, opened a little hotel, he and his
wife did all the work, and look at this.’
“'Yes," my husband replied, ‘that is so,
only my wife did not do the cooking.’

“My cooking has always been a great
subject for a joke,” she said.

Even without the cooking duties,
Mrs. Blackwell's chores were tremen-
dous in the growing railroad and
sawmill town.

In her husband's words, “Mrs.
Blackwell with the aid of one or two
Chinese boys saw that the house was
scrupulously clean. Chinese were the
best help to be had at that time. We
usually had Chinese cooks.”

Land fever hit the Blackwells as it

Miss Blackwell

as d young woman

Chapin, a widow, struggling to run a
farm and bring up six children.

The mother agreed that the
Blackwells could take the two youngest
children—Ruby, 7, and Ethel Pearl,
12,—with them to the Washington Ter-
ritory.

“I never forgave mother for giving
us away,” Ruby Chapin Blackwell said.
“1 knew times were hard, but to give
away two of her daughters. I only saw
her once again, when she was in her
90s.”

Ruby Chapin Blackwell, niece of the
Blackwells, was legally adopted by Mr.
Blackwell after Mrs. Blackwell died.

Miss Blackwell was 100 years old
Friday. She resides at Judson Park
Retirement Center in Zenith.

Eager to talk about the past, Miss
Blackwell recalled dates and places
with clarity,

MRS. BLACKWELL WAS described
as "overweight” and Mr. Blackwell was
“*a nice man who served in the Union
army as quartermaster of a New York
regiment. He had contracted tubercu-
losis. The couple didn't have children.

The Blackwells contended the 700
Chinese in Tacoma were here legally
and should be allowed to stay,

But the-anti-Chinese crowd had the |

upper hand and the Chinese were
forced to leave on the rainy morning of
Nov. 3, 1885. They were marched to
Lakeview, where they were put aboard
a Noshern Pacific train for Portland.
Chinatown was looted, and then it
“happened’ to catch fire.

A RECESSION in 1892—one year
after the Blackwells had moved into
the mansion next door to the present
day YWCA— had a ruinous effect on
Mr. Blackwell.

He lost all the downtown property
which he had bought, and the Tacoma
National Bank, which Mr. Blackwell
had helped organize, closed.

“We would have lost the house too,
except it was quitclaim deeded to Mrs.
Blackwell before the recession.

“Mr. Blackwell went five years with-
out a job, then finally was able to
manage the Tacoma Hotel. My sister
was a housekeeper there for a time,”
Miss Blackwell said.

Ruby Chapin Bl

“We never had enough money
to go to college.”

MISS BLACKWELL WAS an)
earn her own living and tul
teaching since other jobs then
women paid very little money.

She taught in a country sckh
45 3 month.
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Pacific Avenue.
Cor, 11th St.,
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THE HATCH MILL, PACIFIC AVENUE, AS IT USED TO BE
The few Chinese shacks in the foreground were burned in 1885
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Chm MntG

3 Mayor Welsbach

Has called a MASS MEETING for
tms (Saturday) evening at
7:30 o’clock -

AT ALPHA OPERA HOUSE.

To consider the Chinesé question.
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Constructed in 1891 from the design of architect Charles Smith, it was the most expensive
residence built in Tacoma in its time, costing nearly $30,000. The home was occupied by the
Blackwells until it was sold to the YWCA in 1923. Used as offices by the Y until 1975, it was
purchased by Karen and Dusty Trail. The structure has been restored and renovated as
professional offices and will hopefully outlive us all.

Wm. B. Blackwell (1837-1920) was one of Tacoma’s most well-known and respected early
citizens. Known as a hotel proprietor from coast to coast, he and his wife were the first train
passengers into Tacoma in 1873, bringing with them enough furniture to equip Tacoma’s first
hotel, which they owned and operated. Blackwell was a member of the legislature, founder
and president of the Tacoma National Bank and manager of the Tacoma Hotel. He organized
the first Chamber of Commerce, the first Board of Trade, and with others, built the Tacoma
Theatre. It has frequently been written that “Tacoma is largely a monument to his spirit of
enterprise and progress’’




- Time Machine

: Wllllam Blackwell: a man who established numerous Tacoma

By CAROUINE KELLOGG

I| proCably was Approprate that Wikam

B. Blackwell, one of the Pacific Norh-
wost's most widely known men. had the
distinction of arriving with his wife, on the
first passenger .carryng train into Tacomas
In the autuma of 1873

Blackwell, whose rame was Interwoven
with a numder of Tacoma's enlerprises
Became aciive In & vanety of endeavors
Over 8 penod of nearly hat a candury. He
founded the firsl hotel, partiopated In ¢s
labishing the first bank iIn New Tacoms
and was a regresontatve of his disrict »
the termitorial legisiature of 1883 He ook
over the active management of 1he Taco
ma Hobel from 1894 to 1908

Born in Miloed, Conn., on Sept, W
1837, bo wis the son of Enoch Blackwell
8 canage maker. The Blackwells wers
descended Woen Enghsh ancestry, and
since Purlan times, the lamily name was
wall-known in Conmacticut

Witiam was 10 years old when hia tamily
moved %0 Utica, NY., and, after complet-
Ing NS aducation in e pubic schools, he
became an apprentice carmiage maker
with hes fpther in 1854

Al the cutbreak of the Cwvil War, he on-
lsted and joined the 261h New York Volun.
leer nlantry as a private. Soon promoted
o regimental guariermasiar, M Darticl
pated In engagements during the oarly
part of the war, Inchuding the first and
second batties of Bull Run, the battles of
Cedar Mountain, of Chancellorsvile and
Antietam. His health gave out and in July
1863 he left the service

Blackwell and Alce E. Biiven of Bridge-
wler, NY., were marmiod In 1883 and
wendt 10 Chicago whore ha eederad hoted
o and spent seven years as chiel clerk
the famous old Sherman House, thea the
leading botel in the soa

n, Docouse of Ms health, he moved

1o . Uiah, where Be became the
agent S the Pulman Car Co. Whik
Blackwol was in Chicago, he had
met and often seen G John W. Sprague
who surveyed the greater part of the
Northern Pacfic Ralroad. When Sprague
went through Ogden in 1871 on his wary %0
Wastinglon siate, he suggested o
Biackwol that he seok now Nelds farther
wes !

cling upon this advice, Blackwell
moved fariher west and went 10 Kala

M whare he managed the Kazano House
a Northern Pacitic hotel. Murray Morgan
In his Pugel’s Sound says this was one of
the most difficult of jobs because the
“Northern Pacilic, which controfied the
own, prohited e sae of Nquor. Pa-
trons with a thirst had 10 go by rowboat %o
SCOws anchored Deyond the city liewts in
the Columbea

In 1873, when the Northern Pacific com
pleted ita radroad irack between Kalama
and Tacoma, Blackwell was hved by the
NP 10 open a Botel In Tacoma The
Blackwells were the ondy passengers on
the itréin and they Drought with them
enough furniture 10 equip New Tacoma's
first holel

Ahce Blackwell described the journey in
A paper given before the Mary Ball
chapter of the DAR In 1011 “We were two
days coming fom Kalama to Tacoma,
staying ovarmight ot Tonino. There was no
tefegraph Ene, and when we had about
reached Rigney's Hill, the condwcior
stopped the rain, wilked inlo Tacoma %o
fnd # the track was clear, leaving v wail-
Ing severs hours This was the frst
passenger coach over the road We were
the only passengens, the train conssting
of the coach, one freght car, with our hur-
niture and a caboose

The rairoad track was lakd only &s far as
where the Tacoma Motel lader stood M
Ninth and A Sirests, and the Blackwells
were rowed 10 the waterfront whar! at Hall

2 -~ e e

Waterfront wharf where hotel was located

Wilkam B Blackwell

Moon Bay where thowr hotol was st in an
unfiniahed stale The 200-foot-long bulid-
g, a frame struchwre, stood on ™ only
whin! then Dult

According to faded notes written in 1880
on the back of the wha! pholograph
shown hore, e “Blackwel Hotel first
$00d now the waler edge where the
fresght shad now stands Dyl was moved
noawr 30 the biut! 10 make room K the
fresght shed

Backwell's opened n January 1874 and
immediately bocame popular wih 1ra.
velers who enjoysd the cutsine which
offered afl sorts of local game, and fish

in the oarly days of Tacoma's hastory
Just after the 1own site had bean Claared
of troes, o Dusiness was conducted at the
whix!. There were the ralvoad and ex-
press offices, 1eiagragh, Two small slores
and ¥30 a fow lamvhes which ived here

The Blackwell continued 10 De the lead.
ing hotel in Plerce County unid the Tacoma
Hotel openad in 1884, The latter’'s central
locabon and popularity led 10 the coseng
of e Blackwel whart hotel, and the
Blackwells moved %0 11th and A sireels
whare the federal buiiding is now ooated

B lackwol became 8 mamber of the ter-
ritorial legstature in 1883 and in that
same yoir wis one Of Ihe on ors of
e Tacoma National Bank Mo was elect-
od he Dank’'s vice president and, afiar the
ceath of Gen. Speague, became e prasi-
ont

In V898, Mo was hred as the manager of

TASALA WIACLIAMTIMN SERTEMEBER 2 18941

Blackwed Hotel, 16874

the Tacoma HOtel and CoOntimued In Ihat
post unitil Y808, Me retained s hinancial
Interest in the Dusness as the secretary of
the Tacoma Hotel Co

The Blackwells Dought from the Tacoma
Lang Co. eight Jots on C Avence {later
Stadium Way) for $25 per ot where 1hey
Duilt & home. But bedore compietion of the
house, e Tacoma Land Co. bowght back
the lots as part of the site for the Touwrist
Hotel (ater transformed into Stadum High
School)

The Blackwolls then Dull an olegant
house overicoking the bay s 401 Broad
way. (Tha house stll stands and i now the
home of various offices. )

Aller the 1833 crash, which came 000
Mo 1he completion of the mansion
Bisckwell's bank, the Tacoma National
closed. He fell responsible 10 pay back M
clants for what they had 8! and mont
gaged hs consicderable downiown hold
Ings to do so

Eariior, he had assisted in ceganizing the
frst Chamber of Commerce and e firgt
Board of Trade, of which he was the first
secrotary. When Theodore Hosmer

hared 11 men who each conwributed

10,000 10 the bulidng of the Tacoma
Theater, Blackwed was ono of them. The
thaater opened on Jan 13, 1860

Almays thinking of e wollare and pro
gress of the city, Blackwoll was an en
thusiastic supporter ol many enlerprises
He sarved as president of the Washinglon
State Mistorical Society and wan iInvoived

washington State Matarical Sociely Photos

n many a deod of philanthrogec helpiul
ross

When the 1583 crash wiped out his
woalth, the Blackwals ook in Do ders n
hair hegant manson and 1he twd Neces
whom they had adooied, baked Ccookies
wWhich they soid 10 hold ot the Tinances
Ore of thess adopted daughiters was Puby
C. Blackwol who was trought here fom
he oast when she was 7 years okd and
vod untll 1579 when she died af the age
of 109

When Blackwell dled Oct. 4, 1522, The
News Tribume sald of e, “William
Blackwell. hotel man, banker and city

butider, dvad at hus home, 401 Broadway
Coing the Bock on an aventha iife of ser-
vice 10 his family, Ns couniry, Ns home
Oty and the pubiic at large

What's hap
pening on
weekenda?
Find out |n

TGIF every i

Friday In The PHONE:

Nows Tridune 584-1400
CRANE'S
CREATIONS «




5
—— - ! —_— A
- - - = -‘
L — - . -
— - - : ! e ———
~ —— > : ———
> - - - - - -
— : - - P — —
3 $ = ==
. — . ) | IS =
— »
———— ———— p < } i ’ -
w— - [ ——— ‘ — —-
- - - ¢ !
- N —_— ; : ) A s
- 8 — v
- - —_—— —
——— - e - -

o

T -
- v ! 2 . -~
. . $
- | 3 ' :
- N . ]
» . :
- » Y
—~ i
— ~
e —~ 2
~ L
- - = -

o — - — o — .
e - ~ - 2

3 — .

»

g . —

-
- 4
' !-‘ :

l - ——

-
— -

— —— . -
2 = " F 1 % . e
< 2 e - 1 :‘. - —_— e — 4 0.7 - 3 3
- T fh| i \y N B —— ————— T e —. - ;
__ - I "‘ b - ‘—“:—‘. &: ;
. ’\ 4 -— : "
' ' = — e — ; 3
- ‘ . ——
- 4 ‘ ¥ . ry 3 = .
*» - - - e e —— — —
bageels . - 52 Fed iy S R ostatins t2e s ad as = ! - -—
//; - T .
- - ."' ’ ‘ “ -
. { {/ /:// ANy ) . = - -
- - " TN 5 AT, \ Ay
7 . : . : 7 e \ \l AR AN !
: - — - : » VAL
= - - =
- : | —
— :
m—— ;’%—- e [—
~ e - =
- — 4
- — - ~——
- N — -
. = | — - =
S
- --‘-
— -
_ g - S———"
< ‘;- -~ .
> -



















en pioneers.
er, the first

was that of a
y. It was not
oseph Hough-
furnish some
only ones in
wer garden,”
ackwell, who
in Tacoma.

s 1n Tacoma
nd William

1t much mon-
o] 1n Kalama

rived on the
aln to carry
d their hotel
artially com-

rooms on the second.

The walls of one-inch boards covered
with cloth and paper were so thin that
the slightest noise could be heard
throughout the building.

“A good snorer would be told to shut
up by most of the guests along the
corridor,” Mrs. Blackwell later said.

After three years, the building was
moved from downtown 17th street to
land nearer the bank. A dining room,
kitchen, hotel office, extra rooms and a
bar were added.

IN NO TIME, the little hotel was
booming and known to newcomers.

“One day a stranger came up to us
and spoke to my husband of the won-
derful growth of the town and the
boom,” Mrs. Blackwell recalled.
““Why,' the siranger said, ‘the man
who owns Lhis place came here without
a cent, opened a little hotel, he and his
wife did all the work, and look at this.’
“‘Yes," my husband replied, ‘that is so,
only my wife did not do the cooking.’

“My cooking has always been a great
subject for a joke,” she said.

Even without the cooking duties,
Mrs. Blackwell's chores were tremen-
dous in the growing railroad and
sawmill town.

In her husband's words, ‘‘Mrs.
Blackwell with the aid of one or two
Chinese boys saw that the house was
scrupulously clean. Chinese were the
best help to be had at that time. We
usually had Chinese cooks.”

Land fever hit the Blackwells, as it
did the other Tacoma pioneers.

In April 1874, the Land Company
began to sell lots. Mrs. Blackwell
bought the Cliff Avenue block for “the

Miss Blackwell
as a young woman

Chapin, a widow, struggling to run a
farm and bring up six children.

The mother agreed that the
Blackwells could take the two youngest
children—Ruby, 7, and Ethel Pearl,
12,—with them to the Washington Ter-
ritory.

“I never forgave mother for giving
us away,” Ruby Chapin Blackwell said.
“I knew times were hard, but to give
away two of her daughters. I only saw
her once again, when she was in her
90s."

Ruby Chapin Blackwell, niece of the
Blackwells, was legally adopted by Mr.
Blackwell after Mrs. Blackwell died.

Miss Blackwell was 100 years old
Friday. She resides at Judson Park
Retirement Center in Zenith

Fager to talk about the past, Miss
Blackwell recalled dates and places
with clarity,

MRS, BLACKWELL WAS described
as "overweight” and Mr. Blackwell was
“a nice man who served in the Union
army as quartermaster of a New York
regiment. He had contracted tubercu-
losis. The couple didn't have children.

“But they treated my sister and me
as If we were their children.”

She recalled going to the Central
School and walking directly up the

Chinese in Tacoma were here legally
and should be allowed to stay.

But the-anti-Chinese crowd had the |

upper hand and the Chinese were
forced to leave on the rainy morning of
Nov. 3, 1885. They were marched to
Lakeview, where they were put aboard
a Noshern Pacific train for Portland.
Chinatown was looted, and then it
“happened” to catch fire.

A RECESSION in 1892—one year
after the Blackwells had moved into
the mansion next door to the present
day YWCA— had a ruinous effect on
Mr. Blackwell.

He lost all the downtown property
which he had bought, and the Tacoma
National Bank, which Mr. Blackwell
had helped organize, closed.

“We would have lost the house too,
except 1t was quitclaim deeded to Mrs.
Blackwell before the recession.

“Mr. Blackwell went five years with-
out a job, then finally was able to
manage the Tacoma Hotel. My sister
was a housekeeper there for a time,”
Miss Blackwell said.

“We never had enough money for me
to go to college.”

MISS BLACKWELL WAS anxious to
garn her own living and turned to

teaching since other jobs then open to

women paid very little money.

She taught in a country school for
$45 a month.

When Mrs. Blackwell became sick,
she managed the house until it was sold
to the YWCA in 1923.

Miss Blackwell. who desceribed her-

St

Ruby Chapin Blackwell, now 1

wheelchair. ¢
since her foc
friends visit

Miss Blac
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Fourth in a series on women pioneers.
Next Sunday: Fay Fuller, the first
woman to climb

Mt. Rainier

By MARCI WHITNEY
TNT Staff Writer

“The first funeral. . . was that of a
sailor drowned in the bay. It was not
known who he was. Mrs. Joseph Hough-
ton and I were asked to furnish some
flowers, as we had the only ones in
town. I had the first flower garden,”
said Mrs. William B. Blackwell, who
was recalling early days in Tacoma.

One of the first hotels in Tacoma
was run by Alice and William
Blackwell.

They came here without much mon-
ey, after building a hotel in Kalama
that was a financial loss.

In ‘1873, the couple arrived on the
first Northern Pacific train to carry
passengers and discovered their hotel
on the wharf was only partially com-
pleted.

They were greeted by a representa-
tive of the Northern Pacific Railroad
Company and two Chinese, who rowed
the couple to the wharf,

“We joked on the way,” Mrs.
Blackwell recalled in 1911, “*Our hoat
was the first of the long-talked-of Ori-

ental liners to connect (the railroad)
with China and Japan.”

THEIR HOTEL, called “Blackwells”,
was opened in 1874. It was a two-story
wooden building with railroad offices
on the ground floor and the hotel
rooms on the second.

The walls of one-inch boards covered
with cloth and paper were so thin that
the slightest noise could be heard
throughout the building.

“A good snorer would be told to shut
up by most of the guests along the
corridor,” Mrs. Blackwell later said.

After three years, the building was
moved from downtown 17th street to
land nearer the bank. A dining room,
kitchen, hotel office, extra rooms and a
bar were added.

IN NO TIME, the little hotel was
booming and known to newcomers.

“One day a stranger came up to us
and spoke to my husband of the won-
derful growth of the town and the
boom,” Mrs. Blackwell recalled.
““Why,' the siranger said, ‘the man
who owns this place came here without
a cent, opened a little hotel, he and his
wife did all the work, and look at this.’
*‘Yes," my hushand replied, ‘that is so,
only my wife did not do the cooking.’

“My cooking has always been a great
subject for a joke,” she said.

Even without the cooking duties,
Mrs. Blackwell's chores were tremen-
dous in the growing railroad and
sawmill town.

In her husband's words, ‘‘Mrs.
Blackwell with the aid of one or two
Chinese boys saw that the house was
scrupulously clean. Chinese were the
best help to be had at that time. We
usually had Chinese cooks.”

Land fever hit the Blackwells, as it
did the other Tacoma pioneers.

In April 1874, the Land Company
began to sell lots. Mrs. Blackwell
bought the Cliff Avenue block for “the
magnificent price of $25 per lot.”

THE BLACKWELLS, by then a pros-
perous couple, visited their nieces and
nephews at North Bridgewater, N.Y.,
1n 1883.

There they discoyered Mrs. Peter

Miss Blackwell

as a young woman

Chapin, a widow, struggling to run a
farm and bring up six children.

The mother agreed that the
Blackwells could take the two youngest
children—Ruby, 7, and Ethel Pearl,
12,—with them to the Washington Ter-
ritory.

“I never forgave mother for giving
us away,” Ruby Chapin Blackwell said.
“I knew times were hard, but to give
away two of her daughters. I only saw
her once again, when she was in her
90s."”

Ruby Chapin Blackwell, niece of the
Blackwells, was legally adopted by Mr.
Blackwell after Mrs. Blackwell died.

Miss Blackwell was 100 years old
Friday. She resides at Judson Park
Retirement Center in Zenith.

Eager to talk about the past, Miss
Blackwell recalled dates and places
with clarity,

MRS. BLACKWELL WAS described
as “overweight” and Mr. Blackwell was
“a nice man who served in the Union
army as quartermaster of a New York
regiment. He had contracted tubercu-
losis. The couple didn't have children.

“But they treated my sister and me
as if we were their children.”

She recalled going to the Central
School and walking directly up the
11th Street hill from A to G streets.

One day she made a detour to 13th
and D, which landed her in the middle
of the red light district. She was ap-
palled by the scantily clad young wom-
en leaning out of the windows.

MISS BLACKWELL RECALLED the

History recalled:

From Blackwell's hotel to Chinatown

Chinese disturbance in 1885 and the
fear that their own white, clapboarded

house at 1110 A St. would be burned -

down. The Blackwells were pro-Chi-
nese, even though they didn’t employ
Chinese help at the time.

The Blackwells contended the 700
‘Chinese in Tacoma were here legally
and should be allowed to stay.

But the-anti-Chinese crowd had the ‘

upper hand and the Chinese were
forced to leave on the rainy morning of
Nov. 3, 1885. They were marched to
Lakeview, where they were put aboard
a Nomhern Pacific train for Portland.
Chinatown was looted, and then it
“happened" to catch fire.

A RECESSION in 1892—one year
after the Blackwells had moved into
the mansion next door to the present
day YWCA— had a ruinous effect on
Mr. Blackwell,

He lost all the downtown property
which he had bought, and the Tacoma
National Bank, which Mr. Blackwell
had helped organize, closed.

“We would have lost the house too,
except it was quitclaim deeded to Mrs.
Blackwell before the recession.

“Mr. Blackwell went five years with-
out a job, then finally was able to
manage the Tacoma Hotel. My sister
was a housekeeper there for a time,”
Miss Blackwell said.

—

Blackwell Hotel in 1882

i Ha

Stéf photo by Bruce Larson

Ruby Chapin Blackwell, now 100 years old

“We never had enough money for me
to go to college.”

MISS BLACKWELL WAS anxious to
earn her own living and turned to

teaching since other jobs then open to

women paid very little money.

She taught in a country school for
$45 a month.

When Mrs. Blackwell became sick,
she managed the house until it was sold
to the YWCA in 1923.

Miss Blackwell, who described her-
self as “pretty” when she was young,
had dark, engaging eyes and black hair
piled high on her head, Her face was
perfectly oval with a classic profile and
well-defined lips. She never married.

Today, Miss Blackwell is still a hand-
some woman, although confined to a

wheelchair. She rarely leaves her room
since her food is delivered to her and
friends visit in her room. '

Miss Blackwell's life is devoted to
playing solitaire and reading large-
print books.

A picture of Mrs. Blackwell sits apart
on her bureau, and the picture of hand-
some, dapper Mr. Blackwell is close at
hand.

T R A A N NS NS NSNS NSNS S S IS SSS

One of the sources in preparing the
Blackwell article was “A Girl in Wash-
ington Territory” by Ruby Chapin
Blackwell, published by the Washing-
ton State Historical Society.

R B e e e o V)

(Copyright, Tacomo News Tribune, 1976)
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Washinglon State Hsionca Society

house

T'he Blackwell mansion now boasts
energy-efficiency in addition to its
century-old woodwork, seven working
fireplaces and friendly ghosts

By Bart Ripp
The News Tribune

Eighteen years ago, Dusty Trall slipped
into a trance

The Tacoma architect was smitten by the
Blackwell mansion. Trall became so0 vexed
that be bought the elegant house, renovated
It during the kate 19705, then recently
renovated agaln to make the proud old place
esergy-efficient. He shiced his electricity bill
in half. Tacoma City Light's energy
conservation division considers the
Blackwell mansion a showplace of energy
efficiency

‘If you can do a job this solid for a
building this old, you cas do this for jpast
about any commercial building.” sadd Leif
Olsen, energy conservation auditor for City
Ligt

Trail saw the light in 1974, The Blackweil
mansion was calied the old Y. It boused
Young Women's Chiristian Association
(YWCA) offices and dormiteries

“My wife, Kares, came bome one day and
sald they're tearing dowa the old Y.” Trall
said

Trall recalled the Blackwell mansion from
his early years as an architect. He
appreatioed at an office on Stadium Way,
down the hill from the Blackwell mansisa at
401 Broadway. He remembered the
bexagonal brwck chimeey soaring over the

Commencement Bay

1 had walked through the house around
1970," Trail said, “and [ thought, ‘God
almighty, whose house was this?' ”

The Victorian confection, bullt in 1850 for
$30.000, making this whimsical structure the
most expessive house is Tacoma, was home
to William B. and Alice E. Blackwell. From
Utica, N.Y., they ventured west after
reading & Harper's Magaxine article titled

The Mediterranean of the Pacific,” foridly
describing the delights of Puget Sound
cowmtry

They budlt the first hotel in Tacoma, a
wooden structure called the Blackwell. He
was 2 Union Army quartermaster who
served with distinction at the battles of Bull
Run, Chancellorsville and Astietam, a
banker, legislator and president of the
Washington State Historical Sociely. She was
active In the Daughters of the American
Revolution, for whom she wrete a
compelling essay in 1911, detailing their
1673 journey aboard the first passenger train
into Tacoma

The Blackwells were two days coming
from Kalama, where they lived while the
Northern Pacific Raliroad hacked tracks
through the woods and over rivers (0 its mew
terminus in Tacoma. The Blackwells were
the only passengers on the traln, consisting
of their coach, a freight car hauling their
furniture and a ‘chboode

They spont the first sight M Tenino, When
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Karen Staliwood,/The News Trioune

B Above: Dusty
Tral, owner of
the Blackwell
Mansion, works
in one of the
professional
offices he
leases in the
house he saved
from the
wrecker's ball,
B Left: William
B. and Alice E.
Blackwell, who
traveled to
Tacoma from
Utica, N.Y. In
1873,

B Top left: The
Blackwells host
a dinner party in
their
handsomely
Sppointed dining
room

B On the
cover: Details
in wood and
gass embeilish
the striking
staircase In the
renovated
Blackwed
mansion.

Washingion State Historcal Sockety

74th and Souvth Tacoma Way, conductor
Thomas Hewitt halted the traln and walked
into Tacoma to make sure the track was
clear. It was, running to a point near what
became Ninth and A streets

At the end of the line, Gen. John W
Spragee, the Nocthern Pacific’s man in
Tacoma, arranged for two laborers 10 row
the Blackwells 2 a skiff down to Half Moon
Bay. jost below 'what is 17th Street. There,

that would bear the
Blackwell name

The tide was cut, 30 the Blackwells had to
teeter across boards placed cm the briny
mod. Since there were no beds or feod yet in
the hotel, the Blackwells spent their first
night in Tacoma dining atop a pile driver
provided by the wharf's contractor and
sleeping oo boxes

A photo of the Blackwells hangs in the
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